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SUBJECT ON A PAGE Writing At Oakhurst Community Primary School, we believe that English is an essential part of the curriculum: 
a subject that not only stands alone, but one that should be an integral part of all learning

Intent
Deliver an engaging 

and exciting curriculum 
that helps develop a 
love of writing and 
inspires children to 

want to write.

Encourage 
children to be 

imaginative, and 
to bring this to 
their writing.

Provide children with the 
essential skills in 

grammar, spelling, 
punctuation and 

composition that will be 
life-long.

Support children 
to express their 
thoughts and 

ideas clearly and 
creatively through 
the written word,

Implementation
A Systematic Approach

Throughout the school, daily English lessons are taught through The Write Stuff - a 
teaching approach  developed by Jane Considine. This systematic approach allows 
children to develop oracy skills and widen their vocabulary choices, whilst deepening 
their understanding of writerly choices. All children are familiar with the:

➔ FANTASTICs (ideas)
➔ GRAMMARISTICs (tools)
➔ BOOMTASTICs (techniques)

Across the whole school, high-quality modelling forms part of writing lessons.

A Clear Writing Process

Throughout the school, lessons are clearly structured to allow children to develop essential 
knowledge and skills. Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating 
ideas and then organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity; awareness of the 
audience, purpose and context and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary, spelling 
and grammar. From Key Stage 1 (KS1), children experience a three part lesson structure that 
enables them to craft effective sentences into carefully crafted paragraphs. During lessons, 
children are extended through the use of Deepen the Moment challenged.  The planning 
structure in place for children gives them a clear process to follow when drafting their own 
extended writing and builds in time for proofreading and editing.

Writing for a Range of Purposes

Children in KS1 write for a range of purposes and audiences and this is developed and 
strengthened in Key STage 2 (KS2), with children enhancing their understanding of a writer’s 
craft and seeing themselves as authors. 

Develop children into 
writers with an 

understanding of the 
writing process, including 
proofreading and editing 
to enhance their work.

Support children to be 
articulate and confident 

communicators who 
express themselves and 
enhance their learning 

when engaging in 
discussions.

High-Quality Texts

Throughout the school, children have access to high-quality texts and visual stimuli 
which spark imagination and inspire ideas for writing. Texts are also used to explore 
layout and language features of specific genres.

Create a culture 
where children 

love to read and 
take pride in 
their writing.

Strong Grammar Teaching

Children are taught to use precise grammatical terminology and discuss and learn 
from the works of notable authors through the GRAMMARISTICs. Stand alone 
grammar lessons are taught if required, particularly in preparation for SATs.

Entertain Perform Inform Discuss

Describe Persuade Explain



Freeze-frame

Implementation (Continued)

Inclusion
Children with identified learning barriers are supported during 
writing sessions through adaptations made to the Thinking Page 
of their writing books. This page comprises the session’s three 
Vocabulary Vaults. Children can be supported through the 
inclusion of additional visual resources, stimuli or sentence 
stems. Each adaptation will be specific to the child and bespoke 
to their individual needs. Children with fine-motor difficulties 
are supported with handwriting intervention.

Impact

Strong Vocabulary Development

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), vocabulary is developed with the assistance of 
Grandma Fantastic as part of The Write Stuff approach. In KS1 and KS2,  vocabulary is 
explored in texts and collected to be used in writing. Children have access to dictionaries 
and thesauruses to finesse and refine their word choices so that they are suited for their 
chosen purpose. Guided Reading supports writing by defining new vocabulary that is 
encountered so that it can be naturally integrated into children’s lexicons.

Strong Oracy and Drama Development

As part of their engagement with writing lessons, children will participate in 
experience days. These learning experiences often use drama to help children become 
fluent, creative writers by expressing their ideas through speaking and listening 
opportunities. These lively, interactive learning exchanges provide all children with the 
tools and knowledge necessary to become successful writers. The Write Stuff provides 
an array of drama tools comprising, but not limited to:

Validating Teacher Judgements

Each year, children from Year 1 to Year 6 participate in the Assessing Primary Writing 
events organised by No More Marking. This is an excellent opportunity for teachers to 
have children’s writing viewed and validated by their peers in a mass moderation 
exercise with teachers all over the country.

Rigorous and Consistent Spelling

In KS1, children are supported to improve their spelling choices through 
engagement with Read Write Inc. In addition to this, children are taught 
how to spell the common exception words from the National Curriculum. 
In KS2, the Spelling Book - also developed by Jane Considine - is the 
school’s chosen approach to spelling. This spelling approach sits in 
harmony with The Write Stuff and children are encouraged to be curious 
about words and to consider the etymology and morphology of words.

Progression to Cursive Script

Correct letter formation is taught from the EYFS through engagement with Read Write 
Inc and this is practised daily. Once Year 1 children are confident with printing letters, 
they are introduced to cursive handwriting, which is further developed in Year 2. 
Handwriting is taught regularly to ensure that the majority of children are writing 
using cursive script by the end of Year 2. In KS2, handwriting is reinforced through 
modelling, but handwriting lessons can be taught if cohorts require them.

Hot-seating Conscience Alley Role on the Wall Role-play

Children 
are 

engaged 
and 

thoughtful 
in lessons

Writing is developed 
from good ideas and 
is imaginative in use 

of ambitious 
vocabulary and 

figurative language.

Children know more 
and remember more 
and have skills which 

equip them to 
progress from their 

starting points.

Children have strong 
writing skills that 

allow them to access 
the whole curriculum 

and transition to 
secondary with 

confidence.

Writing is 
high-quality 

and 
well-present
ed in a range 

of ways.

Children’s understanding 
of the writing process 

helps them make good 
progress, with a high 
percentage achieving 

age-related expectations

Communication 
skills are 

strengthened 
and they can 

articulate 
themselves well.

Children take 
pride in their 

work by making 
choices to 

appeal to the 
reader.


