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Year 3 Term 1 Letter 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,                    9th September 2022 
 
Welcome back, and a very warm welcome to Year 3! We hope you’ve had a lovely summer 
break and are looking forward to starting your learning journey with us. The Year 3 teaching 
team is outlined below: 
 

Darwin Rotorua 

Class Teacher: Mrs Wood 
TA: Mrs Karmaker 

Mrs Gardiner  
 

Class Teacher: Mrs Newbury 
TA: Mrs Skinner 

   Mrs McKay 
 

 
 

 

Curriculum Topic 

This term, children will be developing their knowledge of the Stone Age in History and exploring 
the concept of Light in Science, as well as accessing the other areas of the curriculum. The 
vocabulary and learning children will be required to understand are displayed in knowledge 
organisers. This year, each subject has its own knowledge organiser, which will be displayed on 
the school website. In addition, we will regularly send home small chunks of information based 
on a particular week's learning focus to support you in knowing what to go over with your child 
alongside supporting them to embed their learning.  
 
Arrival and collection 
It has been lovely to see the children coming in smiling and independently organising 
themselves for the day. Please make sure that children arrive as soon as they can after the 
gates open at 8.30am to allow enough time for them to complete their morning tasks and for the 
day’s teaching to start promptly at 8.50am. If you wish to speak to the class teacher, both class 
teachers will be available at the end of the school day - any urgent messages are to be relayed 
through the school office.  If your child is going to be collected from school by somebody else, or 
you wish to give them permission to walk home independently, please inform the school office.  
 
Clothing for the weather 

As the Autumn season begins, we want all of the children to have appropriate clothing for the 

weather. It is really important for us to be able to take the children outside during break times 

and lunchtimes as we need to allow the classrooms to ventilate. Please ensure that your child 

has a warm, weatherproof coat so that we can go outside (even if it is lightly raining). Obviously, 

in more extreme weather conditions the children will be staying indoors. On PE days, joggers, 
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tracksuits and/or sweatshirts/hoodies will be needed as wearing shorts and a t-shirt will leave 

your child too cold during break time and lunch time.  

 

P.E.  
P.E lessons happen on a Wednesday with the class teacher and Friday with Fortius (our new 
external P.E provider). Please ensure your child comes into school wearing an appropriate P.E 
kit (plain white t-shirt and black or dark shorts). If your child wears earrings, please can you 
either remove them on P.E. days or provide tape (micropore is ideal) to cover them. The children 
will be responsible for applying and removing the tape. We do require long hair to be tied back 
for P.E sessions for health and safety purposes.  
 
Homework and reading 
Homework is set each week on a Friday and is to be returned by the following Wednesday. 
Weekly homework involves completing a times table grid which recaps previously learnt 
timetables as well as reinforcing the current times table of focus. Additionally, pupils should be 
using Times Tables Rock Stars for at least 5 minutes per day aiming for five times per week, to 
support their learning and quick recall of the multiplication tables facts. We encourage children 
to develop their love of reading by reading daily in and at home. This year, we are moving away 
from reading diaries and encouraging children to take ownership of their reading by keeping a 
paper ‘Bookshelf journal’ in class.  
 
Drinks and snacks 
In Year 3, morning snacks are not provided for the children, however, if you want to provide a 
healthy snack for your child’s morning break; for example, fruit, vegetable or a cereal bar, you 
can do. May we kindly remind you to avoid anything with nuts in, due to the risk of any 
allergies there may be. It is also really important that children have a water bottle so that they 
can stay hydrated throughout the day. Please make sure that these are clearly named to avoid 
any confusion. 
 
Schoop 
As schoop is our main form of communication, please ensure that your schoop settings have 
changed to match the new class and year group your child is in.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please come and see us at the end of the day or contact 
the office so that we can then get back to you as soon as we can.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Mrs Wood & Mrs Newbury 
 


