
Year 4 learning 
 

Week beginning  
18th May 2020 



Here is your learning for this week. There is: 
 
● Spelling 
● Arithmetic 
● Maths challenge 
● Grammar  
● Writing  
● Topic 
● Special challenge 
 
 You can do them in any order that you like.  



Spellings 

Here are your 
spellings for this 
week. You should 
do a little bit of 
practice several 
times this week, 
then have a test 
at the end. Here 
are some ideas for 
you to learn them.  

Draw around the word: 
 
 

P y r a m i d 

 

Draw a pyramid of the word 
to help you remember each 
letter 

Write them once in squiggly 
letters and then again 
properly (and neatly). 

Colourful words – write each 
letter in a different colour. Like 

this: colourful 
Three Times! Choose 8 of 
your spelling words and write 
each of them 3 times. First, 
write them in pencil 
Second, write in a coloured 
pencil/crayon. 
Third, write each word in 
felt tip/marker pen 

Blue vowels– write each word and 
trace over the vowels in blue: 

Vowels 
(vowels = a e i o u ) 

Spelling rainbows– write each word in 
pencil, then trace over each 3 times. 
Each time you write over them you 
change colour 



Spelling words: 
 

 
non-fiction 

non-drip 

non-violent 

non-profit 

non-believer 

 

 

non-stick 

non-stop 

non-starter 

non-smoker 

nonsense 

All of these words 
start with the 

prefix non- which 
meaning ‘not’. 



Grammar task – Apostrophes for possession 

Apostrophes have two purposes – one to show 
possession and one to show contraction. We 
will be revising possession this week.  
 
Just remember possession means it belongs to 
someone or something. 
 



These sentences are missing the apostrophe to show possession. Can 
you add them and make the sentence complete?  The first one has 
been done for you. 

‘ 



Answers: 



Arithmetic 

Try these questions - write them down and 

answer them, then use the answer slides to 

see if you were right.  

 

 



Remind yourself: 
 

 

 

When rounding a number to the nearest 10, I 
need to look at the ones column  
 

When rounding a number to the nearest 100, I 
need to look at the tens column 
 

When rounding a number to the nearest 1000, I 
need to look at the hundreds column 
 



Always remember the rule: 

5 or more round  up 
 

Less than 5 round  down 
 

So any number rounded to the NEAREST: 
•  10 will end in 0 
•  100 will end in 00 
•  1,000 will end in 000 

5 or more – 
raise the score. 
4 or less – let it 

rest! 



When rounding to the nearest 10 consider which 
two tens the number lies between.  
 For example:  
 
25 lies between 20 and 30 and then we apply 
the rule:  
5 or more round  up 
Less than 5 round  down 
 

So the answer will be 30 



When rounding to the nearest 100 consider 
which two hundreds the number lies between.  
 For example:  
 
265 lies between 200 and 300 and then we apply 
the rule to the TENS column:  

5 or more round  up 
Less than 5 round  down 
 

So the answer will be 300 



When rounding to the nearest 1,000 consider 
which two thousands the number lies between.  
 For example:  
 
4265 lies between 4,000 and 5,000 and then we 
apply the rule to the HUNDREDS column:  

5 or more round  up 
Less than 5 round  down 
 

So the answer will be 4,000 



Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1,000 

Start 
number 

Nearest  
10 

73 70 

36 

74 

295 

304 

26 

Start 
number 

Nearest  
100 

405 400 

392 

720 

862 

438 

234 

Start 
number 

Nearest 
 1,000 

145 0 

2125 

3670 

4381 

3750 

25 



Answers to: Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 
and 1,000 
Start 
number 

Nearest  
10 

73 70 

36 40 

74 70 

295 300 

304 300 

26 30 

Start 
number 

Nearest  
100 

405 400 

392 400 

720 700 

862 900 

438 400 

234 200 

Start 
number 

Nearest 
 1,000 

145 0 

2125 2,000 

3670 4,000 

4381 4,000 

3750 4,000 

25 0 



Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1,000 
Start number Nearest 10 Nearest 100 Nearest 

1,000 

14 

365 

1,242 

4770 

7345 

8900 



Answers to: Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1,000 
Start number Nearest 10 Nearest 100 Nearest 

1,000 

14 10 0 0 

365 370 400 0 

1,242 1240 1200 1,000 

4,770 4,770 4,800 5,000 

7,345 7,350 7,300 7,000 

8,900 8,900 8,900 9,000 



Maths challenge 1: 



Maths challenge 2: Aliens 

Which alien holds the box that balances the 
scales? 



Maths challenge 3: Neighbours 

Use each of the numbers 1 to 6 once. 
Write one number in each circle. 

Numbers next to each other 
must not be joined. For 
example, 3 must not be joined 
to 2 or 4 

1  2  3  4  5  6 



Topic- African Music 

Every African community has its own music. The traditional music 
created by Africa’s many peoples has always formed an important 
part of everyday life on the continent.  
 
African music is mainly made of homemade or everyday objects 
(including their body) to create rhythm. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GoAaZCGr3I   
– making body percussion (~3mins long) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GoAaZCGr3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GoAaZCGr3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GoAaZCGr3I


Topic- African Music 

African music is used for social and ceremonial purposes. Religious 
songs are performed at rituals. Work songs accompany such activities 
as hoeing and threshing. Traditional music has its roots in ancient  
tales. It is sometimes linked to gods, ancestors, or heroes. 
 
People also make music for fun or to relax. Some kinds of music are 
made especially for dancing. One example is the boeremusiek (“Boer 
music”) of South Africa. This type of folk music was created by the 
Voortekkers, who were descendants of Dutch settlers. Their music 
used the concertina, which is similar to the accordion. Dancing to 
different kinds of popular music has become a favourite past time in 
African cities and towns. 



Topic- traditional African music 

There are many different 
examples from different 
regions – can you research 
these areas 

They all have their own 
style and sound. 



Topic- African drums: 

Drumming is an important part of African music.  

Dumbek Djembe 



Topic- African Music – tuned instruments: 
Here are some of the instruments that create the melodies in  

African music. 

Oud Mbira Marimba 



Topic- African Music 

 
Your challenge this week is to create a piece of music 
with a good rhythm and to perform it to your family (you 
might even want to record it and upload to padlet).  
 
If you feel like an even bigger challenge why not have a go 
at making an instrument from some of the objects you 
have in your home? 



Topic- Let’s make some music! 

You could make your own rainstick from Pringle 
tubes ? 



Topic- Let’s make some music! 

Or you could make your own drum from some old take 
away coffee cups? 

Or maybe ... 



Topic- Let’s make some music! 

You’ll create your own instruments from other objects you 
have around the house or in your bedroom? 



Writing task 
To link to the topic research you have done, why not write an 

amazing non-chronological report about either African 

instruments or African music (this could be for example, 

what the rhythms mean, how they’re made etc) 

Remember to: 

●  Use a formal tone and as much specific, technical 

language as you can.  

●  Organise your ideas and notes into the different sections 

that you would need in your report. 



Writing task – just an example to help you get started 

Type of 
Instrument 

Where are they from? 

What is it made of? History of the music 

What does 
it look like? 




