
Year 4 learning 
 

Week beginning  
11th May 2020 



Here is your learning for this week. There is: 
 
● Spelling 
● Arithmetic 
● Maths challenge 
● Grammar   
● Topic 
● Writing 
● Special challenge 
 
 You can do them in any order that you like.  



Spellings 

Here are your 
spellings for this 
week. You should 
do a little bit of 
practice several 
times this week, 
then have a test 
at the end. Here 
are some ideas for 
you to learn them.  

Draw around the word: 
 
 

P y r a m i d 

 

Draw a pyramid of the word 
to help you remember each 
letter 

Write them once in squiggly 
letters and then again 
properly (and neatly). 

Colourful words – write each 
letter in a different colour. Like 

this: colourful 
Three Times! Choose 8 of 
your spelling words and write 
each of them 3 times. First, 
write them in pencil 
Second, write in a coloured 
pencil/crayon. 
Third, write each word in 
felt tip/marker pen 

Blue vowels– write each word and 
trace over the vowels in blue: 

Vowels 
(vowels = a e i o u ) 

Spelling rainbows– write each word in 
pencil, then trace over each 3 times. 
Each time you write over them you 
change colour 



Spelling words: 
 

 export 

exclaim 

expel 

external 

exterior 

 

 

exit 

extend 

explode 

excursion 

exchange 

All of these words 
start with the 

prefix ex - which 
means out 



Grammar task – Apostrophes for contraction 
 Apostrophes have two purposes – one to show 

possession and one to show contraction. We will 

be revising contraction this week. 

Apostrophes for contraction are used in less 

formal pieces of writing and come from the way 

that people would say them. The two words 

would get squeezed together to form the 

contracted version. 



Quick examples 
 



Now try writing some sentences using some of the 
contracted forms you have just found. Remember to 
put the apostrophe in the correct place and think 
carefully about how to construct an accurate, lively 
and interesting sentence. 
 

eg. 
 

Yesterday, we’d been for a run before I’d even 
eaten my breakfast! 
 
Challenge: can you use all of the contractions you found? 

 



Arithmetic 

Try these questions - write them down and 

answer them, then use the answer slides to 

see if you were right.  

 

 



Remind yourself: 

 

 

 

2 methods we could use: 

7 

6 
4 

6 
+ 

3 

6 = 

Or: 
1 

6 

4 

6 + 
3 

6 = 1 

Improper fraction: 

mixed fraction: 



Adding fractions and whole numbers 
Shade in the boxes to help you to calculate the fractions 



Adding improper fractions 
Shade in 
the boxes 
to help you 
to 
calculate 
the 
fractions 



Answers Did you spot something about the answer? 



  
  

First we shade 

6 

9 

4 

9 
− 

= 
2 

9 

Remind yourself: 

And then we take away 



Add and subtract fractions 

Use the bar to help 
you find the missing 
fractions to make 
one whole 



Maths challenge 1: Stickers 



Maths challenge 2: Card Tricks 



Topic- meet some of the animals that live in 
Africa: 



...and some more animals that live in Africa: 



Topic- African Animal facts: 
 
 Did you know that: 

•    4 out of 5 of the fastest animals in the world 
live in Africa: 

•      The cheetah, which can reach speeds of 70mph. 

•      The wildebeest, Thomson’s gazelle and lion, all 
of which can reach  
      speeds of 50 mph. 

•     Africa is also home to gorillas, Nile crocodiles 
and the world’s largest chameleons. 

•     There are even penguins living in a colony in 
South Africa! 

 

 

 



● They can grow to 3m high and weigh up to 6000 kilos!  

● Males only reach full size at 35-40 years - that’s well over half their 

lifespan and  live for up to 60-70 years. 

● At birth elephants can weigh 120kg 

● There are two species of elephant: African and Asian. The ears of African 

elephants are much larger than Asian and are described as being shaped 

like the African continent. 

 

African Elephants 

Did you know that  
they’re the world’s 
largest land 
animal? 



African Elephants Fabulous trunks: 
 

Did you know that they use their trunks 

as a snorkel when swimming? 
 

● They have around 150,000 muscle 

units. 

● Their trunks are perhaps the most 

sensitive organ found in any mammal . 

● Elephants use their trunks to suck up 

water to drink – it can contain up to 

8 litres of water.  

African Elephants 



Topic- African Animals  
This week, we would like you to do some research 

on African animals. 

 

We would like you to create a report,  a poster, 

top trump cards or something even more creative 

to present your findings. Here are some useful 

websites to get you started. We would love to 

see what you create on Padlet!  

https://www.bbcearth.com/shows/africa# 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/gene
ral-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/ 

https://www.bbcearth.com/shows/africa
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/general-animals/awesome-animals-malawi/


Topic – African Animals  

Some things to think about when you are doing your 

research. 

 

● Which animals would you like to find out about? 

● What size / weight/ height are they at birth? 

Will this change in  their lifetime. 

● How long will they live? 

● What do they eat? What is their habitat? 

● Are there any interesting, fun facts? 

 

Don’t forget to include a picture. Either draw one 

yourself or have a look at some photos.  
 



Writing task 

To link to the topic research you have done, why not write 

an amazing non-chronological report. We learnt about 

them earlier in the year when we were studying dragons. 

 

Make sure you are using a formal tone and try to use as 

much specific, technical language as you can. 

 

Organise your ideas and notes into the different sections 

that you would need in your report. 



Writing task – planning it out 
Appearance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Habitat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behaviour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

type of animal 
 

 





Reading task 
Let’s all try to read some poetry this week. Poetry is a great 
way to explore language and vocabulary and can be in many 
different forms. 

If you don’t have any poetry books at home, why not have a 
look on some of the websites: 

https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poems/children/ 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/children 

If you don’t know where to start, you could try looking for 
poems by Allan Ahlberg, Michael Rosen, A.A. Milne or Roald 
Dahl. 

https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poems/children/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/children
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/children


Music challenge 

Try to think of a song each day that fits the challenge.  
See if you can sing along to it. 
 
1. a song with a colour in the title 
2. a song that makes you think of the summer 
3. a song that makes you happy 
4. a song that’s your parent’s favourite 
5. a song with a person’s name in the title 
6. a song from the year you were born 
7. a song by your favourite singer/band 

 
 
 


