
For fun learning ideas at home!!! 
 

Maths 

 Reasoning: Can you lay the table for 2 people? How many knives will you need? 

How many forks? How many knives and forks altogether?  What would we do if 

we were having soup? Etc. 

 Counting: Sing Nursery rhymes such as 5 little speckled frogs (use items to 

pretend to be the frogs) and model and engage in counting and taking away.  

Start with 5 frogs in a line, how many are there?  Move them around but do not 

take any away, how many are there now?  We want the child to know there are 

still five without counting again.  Talk to the child about what you have done e.g. 

‘I haven’t added or taken away, so the number hasn’t got bigger or smaller, I 

have moved them around’.  Talk about the positioning of the five frogs and 

encourage the child to talk about these e.g. ‘there are 2 frogs next to each other 

and 3 in a triangle shape, but there are still 5 altogether’. Repeat moving the 

number around in different ways. 

 Repeat the above with other rhymes but use cars or other toys and change the 

rhyme if needed. 

 Roll the dice twice and gather two groups of objects and compare, which group 

has more and which has fewer?  Tell me how you know? Etc. 

 Sorting the clean washing and matching up the socks 

 Play dice games e.g.  Each person to start with a bowl of treasures from home 

(this could be anything from feathers, gems, cars, conkers and can be a variety, 

the child will enjoy finding and filling up their bowl with treasures). Child to roll 

the dice and give that number of treasures to the person on the left. Repeat.  If 

your child is unable to count past 3 accurately then stick stickers over the bigger 

numbers and use 1-3. 

 Repeat the above activity but with play dough, start with a chunk of play dough 

each.  Questions to ask: why are you giving all of your play dough away?  Who 

has more/less?  Why are you choosing to give just a little bit? 

 Repeat with bowls of flour/sand and different size spoons.  This gives the child 

the opportunity to choose which size spoon they use when giving away their 

flour or sand.  This then creates discussion and develops reasoning skills.  This 

activity is good for developing the child’s knowledge of capacity and counting as 

you could use cups instead of bowls. Focus on the child talking about the Maths 

that is going on. 

 

Fine Motor Activities 

 Put clothes pegs around the outside of a bowl, then count them 

 Use a clothes peg to pick up raisins or food items and put them in a bowl 

 Using scissors to cut things out or cut play dough and different materials 

 Play dough and painting 

 Marking making – writing name, letters, signs etc. these can be play based 

 Make a graffiti wall by putting paper up and giving children a variety of mark 

making tools 

 Painting using a cotton bud instead of a paint brush 

Sensory activities 

 Make a texture book or collage from things around the home e.g. sand paper, 

bubble wrap etc. 

 Smell tour – smell different spices and food and find your favourite 

 Make slime 

 Make gloop using cornflour, water and food colouring 

 Play homemade instruments and explore sounds using pots and pans etc. 

 Make a tranquil space using cushions, chairs, blankets and fairy lights 

 Use a plastic box, filled with different things, like dried beans, sand, shaving 

foam, even toothpaste, for sensory play.  

 Make potions using bath and shower gels. 

 Fill empty balloons up with different food items such as flour, tie a knot and use 

as a fiddle toy. 

Life Skills 

 Cooking and baking activities 

 Washing up 

 Making the bed and folding clothes 

 Practising self-care and independence 

 Role play a shop, café etc. 

 Reading – lots and lots of stories 

 

 


