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Welcome to Spring Term 1 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and we would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year. 
Thank you so much for the Christmas gifts, they were very much appreciated by all the staff in the Early 
Years Team and any consumables have certainly been consumed!   
 

Please also find on the school website, a copy of this term’s topic web; this gives an outline of the 
teaching and learning experiences we will cover. Don’t forget to check regular updates on SeeSaw. If you 
have not signed up for this please speak to your class teacher. The topic this term is called ‘Frozen 
Planet’, where we have caught Disney’s Frozen Fever, based on the children’s interests, and we will 
incorporate learning about scientific processes such as melting and freezing, polar regions and their 
animals and habitats. Now, let’s just hope for some real snow! The children worked fantastically hard on 
their phonics last term and we were really impressed with their progress. This term we will be 
consolidating our oral blending skills and beginning to read some words with more than three sounds. As 
well as this we will be building up our confidence to attempt to write some words and sentences using our 
phonic skills.  
 
 

Children of the World – It’s Chriiiistmas 
We would like to say a big thank you for all of your support towards our Christmas Production, ‘It’s 
Chriiiistmas’. The children were amazing and they all looked fantastic in their costumes. We hope those of 
you that were able to watch it enjoyed it as much as we did.  
 

Morning Routines 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that our school day officially begins at 8:50am. The 
classroom doors will open at 8:30am each morning, and will close at 8:50am. The main school gates will 
also be locked after this time.  
We are incredibly lucky to have such independent children in Reception, and would therefore encourage 
you to drop your children at the door, so that they can get on with their morning activities.  
 
 

Snack  
The next voluntary contribution of £5 for additional snacks is now due. This is for both Spring Terms 1 and 

2.  Please place your contribution in a named envelope. Please make sure your contribution is 
made in cash only. Thank you to all the families who kindly contributed towards the snack fund 
for the Autumn Terms, we enjoyed many additional snacks including the gingerbread men we 

made. If you have already paid the £15 contribution for the year, this does not apply to you.   
 
Sound Cards and Keyword Books 
We hope your children have been busy learning their sounds and keywords.  It is important to regularly 
practise these at home to help your child retain them. Each week we will assess your child on their 
keywords, to identify the progress they are making.  If your child requires a new keyword set, this will be 
added into their keyword book and sent home. At the start of each term we conduct a full keyword 
assessment, please look out for words to go back and practise. It is important that you continue to go over 
previous keywords sets so that they remain confident with them. Please keep the sound cards and the 
keyword book in your child’s book bag and bring them to school every day so we can regularly 
update these. 
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Reading Records 
All children now have word reading books that are being sent home. As we have seen fantastic progress 
we would like to encourage the children to be independently sounding out and blending the words. Once 
you have heard the children read, please comment in the book so that we know it has been read.  

 
Winter Clothing 
Please ensure that your child comes to school every day with a rain coat.  Also, if your child 
brings a hat, pair of gloves or a scarf please can you make sure that these are all named and left 

in their book bag drawer. This is also a gentle reminder to ensure that ALL items of clothing are named, 
including PE kits, shoes and coats.  
 
Home Learning Wow’s 

It was great to see so many wow’s coming in last term. This is a fantastic opportunity for us to see the 
children achieving so many things outside of school, and a great chance for them to share this with the 
class.  We would love to see more coming in this term! You may take a home learning wow when  
needed – they are located inside the plastic wallet hanging on the edge of the board. We would like to 
encourage the children to colour in and cut out their ‘wow’ before handing it in to share. 
 
Polite Reminder  
Please can we remind you that the children are NOT to bring in to school, any toys from home. We have 
had toys get broken or lost, and we would like to avoid this happening. We do not allow the children to 
play with their own toys; therefore, please can you ensure they stay at home.  For special occasions, such 
as a birthday, an object/toy may be brought into school, after agreeing it with the class teacher.  
 
Schoop 
To receive current information and updates from school, please ensure you have downloaded the 
‘Schoop’ app to your mobile device or computer. Our Schoop ID is 23055. 
 
School Website  
Please look at the school website www.oakhurst.swindon.sch.uk and the parents’ notice board (located on 
the pencil fence) for further information.  Keep up to date with our learning via our SeeSaw App.  
 

Many Thanks 
 
Miss Dalby and Miss Haywood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Important Dates This Term: 

 

Last Day of Term: Friday 14th February  
Start of Term 4: Monday 24th February 

 

http://www.oakhurst.swindon.sch.uk/

