
 
  
    
   

www.oakhurst.swindon.sch.uk 

admin@oakhurst.swindon.sch.uk 

twitter.com/OakhurstSchool 

Schoop ID: 23055 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Lizzie Christopher 
           
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas break and are looking forward to the year ahead. This term, our 
topic is ‘Wheels and Wings’- through this topic children will learn about the history of transport and famous 
individuals such as Amelia Earhart.  
 
Resources for our Topic 
As part of our topic, the children will be designing and making vehicles. To do this, each child will need to 
bring in a named, empty shoe box by Friday 17th January.  
 
Phonics Screening Meeting 
During the Summer term, any child in Year 1 must undertake a phonics test set out by the Government. 
We will be holding a meeting to give you more information about this and various ways you can support 
your child at home. Previously, parents have found this an invaluable opportunity to find out more and 
gain different strategies to support with reading at home. The meeting will take place at 3.30pm on 
Wednesday 29th January.  
 
Trip to SS Great Britain 
Year 1 are being offered the exciting opportunity to visit SS Great Britain on Thursday 13th February. 
Details are provided on a separate letter your child will have taken home, if you would like to help on our 
trip, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 
Homework 
We have been very impressed with how well the children have engaged and learnt information from their 
knowledge organisers each term. They have loved testing themselves in our weekly quizzes, so please 
ensure you spend time looking at the knowledge organiser with your child. We would like to see the 
children begin to learn their five times table, if you would like help in doing these, please see your child’s 
class teacher.  Keywords (both reading and spelling) are tested weekly; please ensure your child has their 
keyword and spelling books, reading book and diary in school with them every day. 
 
Reading Books 
It is recommended that you spend at least one night reading the book, and the second night developing 
the child’s understanding of the text by re-telling the story and asking questions. Each child has online 
access to Active Learn primary where a range of questions are automatically generated for each read. We 
would highly recommend using this resource. Children will be asked daily if their book needs changing, 
then they are able to choose their own book from their correct colour banding. In class, individual reading 
will be completed at least once a fortnight with the teacher or teaching assistant. Guided Reading 
happens once a week where your child is heard read and is asked a variety of questions to develop their 
inferential skills. Class teachers will move your children through the book bands at a pace they feel is 
appropriate.  
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Morning Drop Off 
Every morning, a member of the Key Stage One team will be there to greet your child. Children are 
expected to come in independently and put their belongings away before beginning a morning task.  
The classroom doors are open from 8.30 am and will close at 8.50am each morning; arrival after this time 
will need to be through the main school office. If you wish to speak to the class teacher, both Miss Beale 
and Miss Phillips will be available at the end of the school day - any urgent messages are to be relayed 
through the school office.  
 
Weather 
Please ensure your child has a waterproof coat with them every day as we aim to go outside in all 
weathers! 
 
Communication 
Please look at the school website www.oakhurst.swindon.sch.uk and Facebook page. Make sure you 
have downloaded ‘Schoop’ to your handheld device or signed up for email updates as this is the main 
form of communication that the school will be using from now on. The ID to sign into Oakhurst School is 
23055. If you have any questions regarding this, please speak to a member of the office staff.  
 

Parent Volunteers 
We’d love your help! No matter how little time you could give, it would be lovely to have parents in our 
classrooms supporting the children in their learning. If you would like to volunteer, please see your child’s 
class teacher. 
 

Many Thanks 
 
Miss Beale and Miss Phillips  
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