
 
 

Oakhurst SEND* Local Offer 

 

Oakhurst School is an inclusive school and has a range of provision that we can offer to 

children and families with additional needs. This provision is beyond the Quality First 

Teaching to which all children are entitled.  

We have a variety of learning spaces around our school, of which we are very proud. In 

addition, we have strong and positive links with other agencies to support us further.  

These are the Principles underpinning our philosophy of support;  

• That all children can learn and make progress.  

• That all teachers are teachers of SEN.  

• That a differentiated curriculum is not SEN provision - differentiated learning 

opportunities   should be given to all pupils.  

• That provision for a child with SEN should be both ambitious, and carefully matched 

to their needs and abilities.  

• That there should be regular recording of a child’s SEN, of the action that the school 

is   taking, and of the outcomes.  

• Provision made for children should be to address an identified need rather than to 

reflect a   particular condition or ‘label’.  

 

Who do I contact to find out more information about SEND provision in the school, or 

about my child’s progress? 

  

• If you have a child in the school already, firstly speak to your child’s class teacher.  

• Next contact our SENDCo (Miss Manchester)    

• If you are finding out more general information about the school, please ask to speak 
to the Headteacher Mrs Christopher, or to the SENDCo.  

• The SEND Governor is Mr Prophet. Parents can contact him through the school by 

coming to reception and asking for details.  

How are children’s SEND needs identified at Oakhurst School? 

Early identification, assessment and provision for any child who may have special educational 
needs is essential   

  

• For any children beginning in Early Years or Reception who have already had needs 
identified, this information will be transferred carefully and thoroughly.  

• If intervention or support is necessary, the earlier action is taken, the more responsive 
the child is likely to be and more time for impact.  

 

 

*SEND (Special Educational Needs or Disability) 



• Pupils are identified by the school tracking system or in some cases by class 
teachers or concerned parents, especially for social, emotional or behavioural 
difficulties.   

• The child will be observed within a class context to see if any different or additional 
strategies may be employed to promote progress.  

• If no real progress is made, a decision is made by the class teacher and SENDCo to 
discuss difficulties with parents and consider a graduated plan of support that is 
additional to or different from the class provision. This is called ‘A My Plan’ or if the 
family needs wider support we can work with them to plan an ‘Early Help Record’.  

How will Oakhurst School support me?  

 Our SENDCo makes clear communication with parents a priority. 

 A part time Family Support Worker is available to help with a wide range of needs  

 My Plans will be shared and reviewed with parents where appropriate. 

 Staff at our school will always make time to be available to meet or phone parents if 

required. 

 We will ensure homework is appropriate and relevant and offer advice to support 

home learning. 

 A home/school communication book may be appropriate for short focused periods of 

time. 

 There are regular Coffee mornings to meet staff informally and other parents to share 

ideas and experiences. 

 Parents are always able to ask for advice or ideas to try at home with their child 

including parenting concerns or healthy lifestyle choices. 

 A supply of resources/books for parents to borrow if they need more information 

about specific difficulties. 

 We can arrange meetings or communications for parents with our external agencies 

where necessary. 

 

How will Oakhurst staff support my child? 

 By having a full and clear understanding of the child’s needs. 

 By planning and adapting the teaching on a daily basis to suit various learning styles. 

 Using specific resources that are currently available in School or by sourcing others. 

 Working with the additional Needs Team to ensure provision is appropriate and 

relevant. 

 Providing plenty of opportunity for pupils to exercise or move around the school if 

they need a sensory or emotional break.  Groups meet regularly to play games, have 

some strenuous exercise and a chance to talk and share worries or experiences in a 

nurturing context. 

 Pupils who have an ‘Education, Health or Care Plan (an EHCP formerly a ‘Statement 

of Needs’) may have a 1:1 Learning Assistant.  This adult works with the class 

teacher and the SENDCo to adapt and plan appropriate lessons for the child. 

 During the afternoons, our trained Teaching Assistants deliver a wide range of 

provision for many children, ensuring that every child receives targeted support where 

it is needed (such as Nessy, Precision Teaching, Handwriting, 5 Minute Box and a 

wide range of other interventions). 

 We are able to identify and understand the needs of young carers and their families, 

and facilitate support from external support systems. 

 



Who is our Family Support Workers (FSW)? 

At Oakhurst, we understand that many children and families experience difficult times which 
can make a happy, successful school and home life a struggle.  

The FSW works closely with children and families who may be experiencing difficulties. It 
may be that the support is needed for a short while, or it could be a longer process. 

If The FSW can’t help you personally, you will be signposted to other agencies, or a referral 
maybe made where necessary. 

At Oakhurst, the emotional welfare of our pupils is of the greatest importance and parents 
are given the time and care needed to work through problems with families sensitively and in 
confidence. 

Some of the ways we can help are;  

 

• Listening to parents and signposting to relevant agencies (mental health, well-being,  

parenting and bereavement)  

• Working 1:1 with children in school, offering a ‘listening ear’, for when they have 

 worries or to offer strategies to support their well-being. 

• Supporting children in school with strategies to cope with bereavement.  

• Helping with ‘Attachment’ difficulties  

• Sharing strategies and offering support to parents of children with ADHD/ASC   

• Support with domestic abuse (parent and child)  

• Supporting parents with behaviour management. This could be 1:1 or as a family.  

• Linking up with other agencies – health, children’s services, educational  

• Problem solving  

• Parent’s self esteem  

• Managing stress/anxiety  

• Post abuse support for children  

• Support families in meetings 

If you feel that support would benefit you and your family please, contact the school 

reception and ask for a call back from Mrs Taylor, the school Family Support Worker. 

This service is in full confidence. However, any Safeguarding concerns will be shared with 

the Safeguarding Leader – Mr Strange.  

 

How do we assess and review children’s progress? 

We routinely track the progress of all children in our school. 

 For children with additional needs we use Individual Support Plans/Individual Play 

Plans.  At the end of a cycle, progress is measured against the targets set for the 

child. 

 This information is reviewed and helps us to plan the next cycle of intervention. 

 Parents’ opinions are very valuable to this process and we encourage them to be 

closely involved. 

 Children with EHC Plans will have Annual Reviews of their learning to which 

parents will be invited. 

 External agencies are regularly consulted for advice or to review progress. 

 By using a wide range of support services, sometimes to work with the child, other 

times to advise and support staff (Speech and Language Service, Autism 



Outreach service, Psychologists, Health Visitors, Mental Health Services, Hearing 

Support Tea,, Behaviour Support Team, Occupational Therapy) 

 Regular Pupil Progress Meetings with school leaders and teachers. 

 

How can we support and prepare children for transitions? 

 Visits will be made to nurseries or pre-schools to ensure our provision is planned, 

relevant and appropriate. 

 Time is Spent individually with children or in small groups. 

 Clear and detailed sharing of information about a child with new school. 

 ‘Hand-overs’ are planned for teachers to pass on detailed information between 

year groups. 

 Pupils help to prepare Transition books where necessary, by taking photos, and 

visiting new areas and staff ahead of time. 

 Extra transition visits to new school and accompanied by current Teaching 

Assistants. 

 SENDCos will be invited from new schools to meet the child and parents in 

advance of a transition. 

 We also work very closely with the Autism Outreach team to support transitions. 

 

How can we support and prepare children for transitions? 

Our school was built in 2010, which means it is contemporary, bright and open. 

 

Madagascar is a specifically designed base for our SEN children.   

Our SENDCo and Teaching Assistants can use this room with pupils where children           
benefit from interventions outside the classroom. There are computers, ipads and                                      
many other resources to support learning.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The ‘Sensory Room’ is a calm and quiet room which is used for individual children or small 

groups. It has soft cushions, light sources, light toys which can provide a sensory experience.   

  
 

 

 

The ‘Jungle Room’ is another space or ‘pod’ for individuals and small groups to explore 

social skills and interactions with others.  

  
 

The ‘Igloo’ is a quiet space in the Early Years Setting. This is used as a tranquil area where 

we can work on PECS (Picture Exchange System), small group work and 1:1 experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 



The ‘Nest’ is a quiet space in the KS2 area. This is used as a tranquil area where 1.1 or 
small group nurture work may happen. 

• Interactive whiteboards in all classes  

• Regular access to computers and ipads to support learning.  

• Lift for children with mobility difficulties                                     

• Extra rails on our stairs.  

• A wheelchair-friendly environment and toilet facilities.  

• All areas of our building are accessible for children with mobility                                

difficulties.  

 

How do we promote independence and good outcomes for our children? 

Where necessary we can provide:- 

• Visual timetables and checklists  

• Various timers to help develop a child’s sense of time  

• Pre-teaching of concepts and vocabulary planned  

• Individualised success criteria  

• Graduated support moving towards independent learning  

• Specific teaching of independence skills  

• Rewarding growing success in independence  

• Having high expectations for each child  

• Children with extra needs are encouraged to go on all trips and residentials. We 
prepare as fully as possible to ensure that arrangements match the child’s needs and 
that they can be as independent as possible – often making a preparatory visit to 
identify any difficulties or to make adjustments to ensure full access to activities.  

How do we ensure that all staff are confident and skilled in working with our children? 

• The SENDCo is always working to ensure that teachers and Teaching/Learning  

Assistants have all the skills and knowledge necessary to meet every child’s needs.  

• All staff can draw on the experience and knowledge of the Additional Needs Team.  

• Specific training sessions are planned for the whole staff on some Teacher Training 
days or twilight sessions, sometimes with visiting specialists, (ASD, ADHD, Dyslexia 
etc)  

• Regular training opportunities are planned for the Additional Needs team at a range 
of venues. This knowledge is fed back to teaching staff through staff meetings.  

• The Annual SEND conference provides much up to date information for schools and 
is attended every year by staff.  

• We work closely with external agencies to ensure our skills and knowledge are 
relevant and up to date.   

How do we support the emotional and social development of our children? 

• We have many spaces in our school where we can support children with social or 
emotional needs.  

• A part-time, specifically trained Welfare TA dedicated to planning and delivering 
interventions.  

• Clear communication between all staff, whilst respecting confidentiality, to ensure that no 
needs are missed.  

• An ‘open door’ invitation for parents to share their concerns with us and to find out how 
we are helping their child with regular meetings and communication  

•  Our own Family Support Workers to advise and support families.  



• Access to external Parent Support Adviser  

• Use of children’s stories, games and social stories  

• Bereavement support, and links with local Hospice  

• Social Skills groups and self-esteem work  

• Performing Arts as therapy  

• Working closely with Targeted Mental Health Service (TaMHS) to plan learning with 
teachers/TAs and parents  

• There is a school council for pupils to ensure their ‘voice is heard’  

•  Bullying is not tolerated at our school and will be dealt with firmly.  
• Careful use of Play Leaders at break times to monitor and support behaviour and to 

model and promote social skills.  
 


