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Legal Requirements of RE and Assembly  
 

 

The 1999 Education Act requires that religious education should be taught to all 
students, other than those in nursery classes and except for those withdrawn at the 
wish of their parents. RE is unique as it is neither a core subject nor a foundation 
subject.  However, the 1988 Education Act states that, “Religious Education has 
equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is 
compulsory for all registered pupils.” Oakhurst Community Primary school delivers RE 
in line with the agreed Swindon syllabus. 

 
It is a legal requirement that all registered school age pupils take part in an assembly 
each day.   These assemblies must be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian 
Character” for the majority of the time.   They must also be “appropriate, having regard 
to the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils”. 

 
Families who send their children to this school are predominantly from non-religious 
backgrounds  including  some  children  from  practising  Christian  families  as  well  
as children who are from religions other than Christianity. As a school we are sensitive 
to the needs of our children and consider the background  that  our children come 
from.  Therefore,  the  faith  background  of  both  the  staff  and  the  child’s  family  
is respected at all times. 

 
The  head  teacher  is  responsible  (under  the  School  Standards  and  Framework  
Act 1998) for arranging the daily assemblies after consulting with the governing body. 
Oakhurst Community Primary School endeavour to provide as many high quality 
assemblies as we can in order to uphold this legislation.



Withdrawal 
 
Parents  have  the  right  to  choose  whether  or  not  to  withdraw  their  child  from 
religious  education  and  assemblies  and  teachers  may  also  withdraw  from 
assembly. Any parent who wishes to withdraw their child should consult the  
Headteacher.  As  a  school  we  are  open  to  and  respectful  of  all  pupils’  personal 
beliefs. The Head teacher will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or 
carers  to  explore  how  the  child’s  withdrawal  can  be  best  accommodated.  Pupils 
should not be withdrawn so that they may participate in other activities or because 
they have SEN.  Pupils who are withdrawn from assembly should be supervised at all 
times. 

 

 
 

Time for Religious Education 
 
The teaching of Religious Education time is distinctly different from time spent on 
assembly. The Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education suggests that 5 % of 
Religious Education is curriculum time, which will look as follows; 

 
EYFS 50 minutes per week on Christianity and other faiths 

 
KS1 1 hour per week on Christianity and Muslim or Jewish people 

 
KS2 1 hour per week on Christianity, Muslim, Hindu or Jewish faiths 

 

 
 

Aims and Objectives of RE and Assembly 
 
Oakhurst Community Primary School believes that assembly encompasses all aspects 
of school life and all areas of the curriculum.  It reflects and nurtures the ethos of the 
whole school and reinforces positive attitudes. In particular, assembly at our school 
develops the feeling of belonging to a community, which is essential for personal 
development and spiritual growth. The caring ethos of the school and the spiritual, 
moral, social, and cultural development of the whole child are reflected in our  
assemblies;  when  we  consider  spiritual  and  moral  issues  and  explore personal  
beliefs.  We  endeavour  to  build  a  tolerance  to  diversity  in  terms  of  race, gender,  
culture  and  differing  abilities,  as  well  as  fostering  inclusion.  Through our 
assemblies, we aim to provide a caring and safe environment for children to: 

 
 Develop pupils' knowledge, understanding and awareness of Christianity, as 

the predominant religion in Great Britain and other religious beliefs (Islam, 
Hinduism, Judaism and Sikhism) represented in Great Britain today 

 
 Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of 

religions and worldviews 

 
 Encourage an enquiry-based approach to deepen their sense of awe, wonder 

and mystery about the world around them 

 
 Reflect upon their own experiences to help them explore the great questions 

of life and death, meaning and purpose



 

 Develop an awareness of their own beliefs and values as individuals and the 
beliefs of others, both religious and non-religious and the values of the school 
community 

 
 Encourage respect and tolerance for those who have different beliefs and 

values to our own 

 
 Explore their understand their own feelings and the feelings of other people in 

everyday situations and beliefs 
 

      Encourage pupils' spiritual, moral, cultural development 
 

      Consider moral and spiritual issues and explore their own beliefs 

 
 Explore questions regarding equality, social justice, human rights and conflict 

in religions and world 

 
 Provide opportunities to acknowledge and celebrate festivals of major world 

religions 

 
 Develop an awareness of themselves as individuals within the school and 

wider community 
 

 Encourage participation and response, whether through active involvement in 
the presentation of the assembly, or through listening to and joining in the 
assembly offered 

 
     To develop community spirit and a shared ethos, values and positive attitudes 

 
 
 
 

Planning of RE 
 
Oakhurst Community Primary School aims to develop an engaging and creative 
curriculum for pupils learning to promote their interest in RE and encourage positive 
values linked to the ethos of the school. We follow the new Swindon Locally Agreed 
Syllabus for RE for our planning ‘RE Today’. This is an exciting and enquiry based 
approach to teaching and offers opportunities for our pupils to work together, gain 
knowledge and understanding of other religions and world views. We place emphasis 
on providing our pupils with real life experiences such as visits to places of worship, 
visitors from different faiths and handling real life artefacts. In order to make it 
creative and engaging we plan to include videos, drama, presentations, art, dance 
and music as well as a range of writing genres such as diaries, interviews, letters, 
leaflets etc for other means of assessment and monitoring purposes. 

 

 
 

Assessment and monitoring of RE 
 
The assessment of Religious Education is ultimately down to the professional 
judgement of the class teacher. Each unit is assessed using the grids from Swindon 
Locally Agreed Syllabus which also informs the next steps of planning for formative



assessment. Pupil work is recorded in the children’s R.E. books and discussion with 
the pupils will be used to make an overall judgement to see which pupils are 
emerging, achieving, or exceeding for their year group. We recognise that written 
work can’t be relied upon solely to assess attainments so we also collect a range of 
assessment material, such as photos, records of discussion, art, drama etc. Evidence 
of coverage of work for Religious Education will be in individual R.E. exercise books 
for KS1 and KS2 and in learning journals for EYFS. It is the responsibility of the 
behaviour and well-being team to monitor R.E. coverage, achievement and 
progression each year. This will also be monitored by an annual pupil survey. 

 

 
 

Content of Assembies 
 
Assemblies for  our  school  is related  to  the  day  to  day  life,  aspirations  and 
concerns of the school. The themes of our school assemblies at Oakhurst Community 
Primary  School  are  linked  with  PSHE  and  RE  and  may  include  cross-curricular 
themes,  content  related  to  local,  national  or  international  news,  celebrations  and 
festival themes, British values, human achievement and relationships. The content of 
our assemblies usually involves: 

 
 Carefully selected music associated with a targeted school value is played as 

the children enter 
      Silent reflection is encouraged on a focus point 
      Songs are sung on Tuesdays during assemblies 
      If a prayer is used we say “Let us pray” instead of “Dear God” 

 

 
 

Planning Assemblies 
 
Our school links assemblies reflect  our  values  as  a school. Our assemblies timetable 
consists of: 

 
  Mondays- News 
  Tuesdays- Whole school singng 
 Wednesdays- PSHE/RE 
  Thursdays-  Topical issues  
  Fridays- Celebration  

 
The Head teacher or another member of the Senior Leadership Team usually leads all 
assemblies. In the absence of the Headteacher a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team will lead assemblies.  Our themes encompass  religious  festivals,  known  national  
or  international  events,  and aspects taken from the religion calendar. Staff leading 
assemblies can then plan around the themes and a development of ideas can build up. 

 

 
 

Song/music 
 
Song/music is a very powerful means of creating the right atmosphere and unifies and 
uplifts the school community.   We have a bank of music from which to select



from, taken from a variety of cultures and types.  Likewise, with the songs we sing. We 
select our songs/music carefully to match the theme. During singing practice we take  
time  to  consider  carefully  the  words  of  selected  songs  and  make  this  into  a 
valuable experience by reflecting on and responding to that song. 

 

 
 

Prayer 
 
At  Oakhurst  Community  Primary  School  we  don’t  require  pupils  to  say  or  affirm 
prayers  if  they  do  not  wish  to.  Prayer, singing hymns and silent reflection is 
encouraged in assembly but only if the child believes will they join in. 

 

 
 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
 
The  Behaviour  and  Well  Being  Team  will  monitor  and  review  assembly  themes  
in accordance with the Head teacher, Governors and SLT team.  


