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Charging & Remissions Policy

Policy or procedure reference number:  042
Issue number:  1                      

Date: 06/10

Review date: 06/11                            

Responsibility for review:  Finance                                             

Introduction 

The purpose of the policy is to ensure that there is clarity over those items which the school will provide free of charge and for those items where there may be a charge. 
The policy has been informed by the Dcfs guidance. 
Definition 

The School day is defined as: 9.00am until 3.15pm.  
Responsibilities 
The headteacher will ensure that staff are familiar with and correctly apply the policy. 

The Governors will review the policy annually. 

Policy Statement 
During the school day all activities that are a necessary part of the National Curriculum plus religious education will be provided free of charge.  This may exclude any materials and equipment.  It excludes charges made for teaching an individual pupil or groups of up to four pupils to play a musical instrument.  Unless the teaching is an essential part of either the National Curriculum  being followed by the pupil(s), we will make a charge.  
Rationale

All education during school hours is free.  We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of individual or group music tuition.
Voluntary contributions 
When organising school visits or events which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the costs.  All contributions are voluntary but, where a parent is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the visit or activity.  However, if we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions to support the activity, we may cancel a visit.  If a visit goes ahead it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution.  We do not treat these children differently from any others.
The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which may require voluntary contributions from parents.  This list is not exhaustive:

· extended schools activities; 

· educational visits;

· sporting activities which require expenses to be covered;

· outdoor adventure activities; 

· visits to the theatre;

· musical/theatrical events;

· food activities and technology;
· residential visits.

Swimming 

During their time at Oakhurst pupil(s) will have the opportunity to take part in swimming lessons as part of the school curriculum.  We do not charge for this, however, we do make a charge to cover the cost of travel expenses.  If there are insufficient contributions the School may have to cancel the visit. 
School Meals
We make a charge for the provision of school meals.

Music tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum.  We do not charge for this.

There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum.  The peripatetic music teachers teach individuals or small group lessons.  We make a charge for these lessons. 

Remissions

Parents /carers may be entitled to Free School Lunches and may be exempt from the cost of residential board and lodging if they are in receipt of one of the following: 

. Income Support

. Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

. Guaranteed Pension Credit

. NASS Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

. An Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance (this benefit was introduced 27 October
  2008)
. Child Tax Credit, who do not receive Working Tax Credit AND who have an annual taxable        

  income of less than £16,190.
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