MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF OAKHURST COMMUNITY (PRIMARY) SCHOOL

	Meeting of:
	FOCuS

	Date:
	Tuesday 10th May 2010

	Time:
	7.30pm

	Attending:


	Sophie Pickford, Karen Grimwade, Josie Brown, Dale Burr, Karen Kingston, , Ian Portlock, Linda Drury, Lizzie Fewings, Rick Kirk, Liz Horribin, Alison Walmsley

	Apologies:
	Nicola Anand, Joanne Britton, Bernadette Hobbs, Vanessa Smith,

	Welcome to:  
	


	
	Action

	1. Welcome & Apologies
There were no new members.
Apologies were received from Nicola Anand, Joanne Britton, Bernadette Hobbs and Vanessa Smith.

The minutes were accepted as an accurate recording of the last meeting.
2. Quiz Night – Money raised and feedback
The quiz night had received favourable feedback and overall the event was considered a success.  Comments received included:

· Pizza’s had not been nice, this would be noted for future events

· There had also been some confusion over food choices and it was suggested that at future similar events confirmation of food choices would be left on tables/handed to families when going to collect their food
· The questions had been hard; more child friendly questions were needed

· Number of people had been right

· Bar and tuck had sold well

The event raised £285.

FOCuS to arrange a future event and discuss at a future meeting whether to have a quiz night or bingo night.
3. Easter Egg Hunt – Money raised and feedback
The easter egg hunt had received favourable feedback and overall the event was considered a success.  Comments received included:

· Start to be co-ordinated, so that all children start the hunt at the same time

· To increase the number of ‘golden egg prizes’ as there were now more children and to keep interest as the golden egg had been found very early on in the hunt
The event raised £200.

4. Popcorn Club
Details had been sent out on the recent newsletter regarding the forthcoming popcorn club, together with a booking slip.
Karen G confirmed she has the event in hand.  Karen requested volunteers; Dale, Liz, Nicola and Sophie confirmed they could help and Josie and Linda offered to help with clearing up.

Dale to decide who will view which film where.  It was suggested that the tuck for KS1 be in the same hall/room and that a ground sheet be used in the upstairs suite to aid clearing up.

It was agreed that smaller bags would be used for popcorn as there had been a lot of wastage at the previous popcorn club.  It was also agreed that mobile phones would not be allowed and that children attending popcorn would need to remain in the designated room for the duration of the film.

5. Summer Fayre
Sophie confirmed that plans were well in hand for the summer fayre and referred FOCuS to Vanessa’s spreadsheet.  There had been a recent sub-committee meeting and these minutes have been previously forwarded to other FOCuS members and are available for viewing.
Discussion points regarding the summer fayre:-

· In Vanessa’s absence Sophie asked whether Linda and Nicola would be able to run the tombola and this was agreed in principle

· Rick agreed that he would be able to provide a golf related prize for the raffle

· Josie agreed to follow up regarding an ice-cream van and advertising banner

· Lizzie, Rick and Ian confirmed they had gas BBQ’s and could bring these on the day.  FOCuS would reimburse cost of gas

· Entry would be £1 entry per family, via main front gate only for security

· ‘Design a chef’ hat competition to be arranged, there are 250 chef’s hat available for children to purchase and design – the winning design will win a prize (TBC) and Dale will wear the hat for an hour whilst barbecuing

· It was requested that all FOCuS members available on the day of the summer fayre be available help – confirmation to Vanessa please, set up from 9am onwards for 11.30am start
· Governors had picked 3 winning designs for the summer fayre leaflet, 1 each from Reception, KS1 and KS2

· Two dress down days are confirmed; 23rd June in return for chocolate donation and 27th May for bottle donation for tombola’s   

· Wet weather contingency plan to be finalised by sub-committee with Dale

· Layout plans to be finalised; one for dry weather and one for wet weather, by sub-committee with Dale 

Sophie confirmed that the following events were agreed:-

· Raffle ( 2 books to be sent home per eldest child).  Prizes include a family ice hockey ticket, night at the dog racing for four, family pass for David Lloyd, Pamper treat and others to be confirmed.
· Bouncy castle

· Displays; dancing, cheerleading, martial arts, ‘Billy No Buzz’ songs, theatre group
Sophie confirmed the follwing stalls were agreed:-
· English Summer Tent – Pimms, cream teas

· Coconut shy

· Temporary tattoo’s

· Human fruit machine

· Mucky dip

· Making jewellery craft stall

· Making planters craft stall

· Decorating cookies craft stall

· Face painting

· Chocolate tombola

· Bottle tombola

· Golf

· Hook a duck

· Where does the meerkat live?

· Penalty shoot out

· Pamper room

Sophie confirmed the following food/refreshments were planned:-

· BBQ; sausages, beef-burgers, quorn dogs (school to buy back any used quorn dogs)
· Candy Floss

· Ice cream – Josie following up

· Bar

· Soft drinks and tuck


It was suggested that we may want to consider other food options, such as jacket potatoes or other food vans, if viable and Sophie agreed to discuss further with Vanessa.  It was also suggested that we have real ale kegs at the summer fayre.

Advertising ideas for the summer fayre included:-

· Advert in link magazine – Dale to follow up

· The estate agency boards scheme – Sophie to follow up

· Advert in Local Buddy – Dale to follow up with councillor

· Banners and posters outside school

Any other ideas to be forwarded to Vanessa.


Sophie to discuss date of next meeting with Vanessa and confirm via e-mail.
6. Any Other Business
Sophie raised the issue of FOCuS and it’s visibility to parents, as volunteers are really needed in order to ensure that larger events can be planned and ran effectively.  Some ideas for raising our profile are detailed as follows:

FOCuS agreed that it was important that we know clarified what the ‘wish list ‘ was for the funds raised by Oakhurst to be spent on and that this be communicated to parents, so that they are aware what the money is being raised for.  It is hoped that this will help raise the profile of FOCuS and increase parental support.  

Dale and teachers to liaise and forward details to Karen.  Suggested items included library books and additional items for the ‘playground project’ including benches, play huts/tepees and a kick wall.  Dale agreed that this would be discussed at the school council meeting on Friday.  Dale also confirmed that work will shortly commence on the fort, traverse wall, fitness trail and picnic benches which have been funded.  Items bought will display ‘donated by FOCuS’ plaques/badges, to again raise parental awareness of FOCuS.
Sophie to follow up a ‘funds raised thermometer’ with Debbie, that could be displayed in a prominent place within the school so that parents and children can see how much money has been raised by events.

To have a FOCuS PTA noticeboard within the school, displaying members of FOCuS, dates of meetings, information about what FOCuS does etc

FOCuS Roadshow – eg, attending forthcoming nursery/reception meeting for parents, attending the next ‘Mr Burr’s coffee morning’, having an information point at the sports day and summer fayre.
Mrs Barkham has agreed FOCuS can have a set time for photocopying/laminating etc and this will be confirmed.  Karen asked Dale to confirm what was acceptable and not acceptable for FOCuS to do around the school and this was discussed in principle.

Karen confirmed that ‘Bag to School’ had raised £135.

Josie asked whether we wished to go ahead with the child designed Christmas card scheme as she had received contact from the company.  FOCuS confirmed that Josie could book a slot for the school.

Sophie had seen a scheme advertised called ‘cables for cash’, whereby a bin is in the school for anyone to put in unwanted cables and these would then be collected periodically and so raise cash.  Dale agreed.  Sophie to follow up.
Sophie had seen jute bags advertised that could be sold through the school as a fund raiser and it was agreed this needed further investigation – Sophie to investigate.

It was agreed to once again sell lollies at the school gates during the summer term.  It was agreed this would be on a Friday evening.  Sophie suggested a rota and this was agreed, Dale also suggested year 6 pupils may like to be on the rota.

Sophie suggested that FOCuS support a ‘FOCuS enterprise’ type scheme for Year 6 students to tie in with the Christmas fayre, where they have to think of a money making stall.  Suggestions included a ‘dragons den’ style theme where they pitch an idea to FOCuS in return for funding – hopefully to realise a profit.  Dale to consider further how this could operate.
Several ideas for future events were also discussed:-

It was agreed that the curry night had been successful when ran last year and that another should be organised.  This was deferred to a later meeting as it was agreed that it would be better organised for the next school year and would help to raise FOCuS’s profile with new parents as it was a social event.

Sophie confirmed that she had booked in a date for another pamper evening and this would be discussed at a later date.

Rick suggested an evening events for ‘dads’, several ideas were suggested including a night at the greyhound racing or a casino night.  Further investigation needed.  To be discussed at the next meeting.

It was suggested we have a stall at the next Christmas fayre selling items that children have made in school.

Sophie to follow up registering the school with ‘PTA Local’, whereby your details are registered and then local business’s can then offer support/funding/raffle prizes etc if they choose to.

7. Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 21st June 2011 at 7.30pm at Oakhurst Community Primary School
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Summary of Actions

	1
	No actions

	2
	No actions

	3
	No actions

	4
	No actions

	5
	Rick to follow up ‘golf’ raffle prize for summer fayre
Josie to follow up ice-cream van and banner for summer fayre

Lizzie, Rick and Ian to loan bbq’s for summer fayre

All to confirm availability to help at the summer fayre to Vanessa

Sophie to discuss with Vanessa additional food and drink options for summer fayre and date of next meeting for sub-committee

All to forward any advertising ideas for the summer fayre to Vanessa

	6
	Dale to discuss with teachers and school list ‘wish list’ for use of FOCuS funds

Sophie to follow up ‘funds raised thermometer’ with Debbie

Josie to confirm Christmas card slot

Sophie to arrange ‘cables for cash’ for scheme
Sophie to investigate jute bags for selling at school

Sophie to put together ‘ice-lolly selling rota’ and Dale to advise if Year 6 pupils will participate

Dale to consider ‘FOCuS enterprise’ scheme and how this might work

Sophie to register school with ‘PTA Local’

	7
	‘Dads evening event’ – agenda item for next meeting
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